
This issue begins with a letter from Bishop McManus in which 
he joins his voice with Pope Francis and his brother Bishops of 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in urging all 
to receive the vaccine for Covid-19. As we begin the season of 
Lent in these continuing days of pandemic, he prays that the 
Lord “give us the faith that he is not far from us on this way of 
sorrows.”

In the same letter, Bishop McManus further extends the 
suspension of the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of obligation to Pentecost Sunday. 

This issue of Orantes then presents brief commentaries on the 
First and Second Eucharistic Prayers for Reconciliation, 
reflecting on the richness of their scriptural and theological 
content and and recalling the role they may play in the coming 
Lenten Season. 

OFFICE FOR DIVINE WORSHIP 
19 Chatham Street 
Worcester, MA 01609 
 
508-798-0417 
ofworship@worcesterdiocese.org

Monsignor James P. Moroney 
Director 

Reverend Alfredo Porras 
Associate Director 

Elizabeth Marcil 
Associate Director 

Deacon Colin Novick 
Assistant Director

Orantes
The monthly Newsletter of the Office for Divine Worship of 
the Diocese of Worcester  FEBRUARY 2021

1

Letter from Bishop McManus  2 
Eucharistic Prayers for 
                  Reconciliation I        4 
                  Reconciliation II        8 
Pandemic Prayer       12 

mailto:ofworship@worcesterdiocese.org


Letter from Bishop McManus 
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In recent months we have witnessed millions of people 
across our country and our world receive one of the 
COVID-19 vaccines. I join with our Holy Father in 
rejoicing that amidst “the darkness and uncertainty of the 
pandemic” this light of hope has appeared.1

I also join with my brother Bishops in encouraging 
everyone to get the vaccine whenever it becomes available 
to you.  As both the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
have made clear, the reception of the presently available 
vaccines is morally justifiable and ought to be seen as “an 
act of charity toward the other members of our 
community.”2

Despite these clear signs of hope, however, the best 
scientific projections suggest that it will probably be many 
months before the impact of these vaccinations has a 
significant effect in abating the spread of COVID-19. 

With a deep sense of longing for that day when we can 
worship freed of the present restrictions, most notably 
regarding the limitations on the size of our liturgical 
assemblies, I ask you to join me in praying for those 
researchers and health care workers who will make that 
blessed day come to be. 

Conscious, however, that it is not possible under the present 
circumstances for us to accommodate the full number of 
the faithful in many of our churches, I am extending my 

 Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi, December 25, 2020.1

 “Moral Considerations Regarding the New Covid-19 Vaccines.” 2

Statement by the Chairman of the Committee on Doctrine and the 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops.  December 11, 2020.
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suspension of the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of Obligation until the Solemnity of Pentecost, 
June 23, 2021. 

For nearly a year we have prayed daily for “the faith to 
endure this hour.” As we enter the penitential season of 
Lent, may our Blessed Lord, who wept tears of blood in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and offered himself on the altar of 
the Cross for our salvation, give us the faith that he is not 
far from us on this way of sorrows. May he give us the 
graces we need to follow him, ever trusting in “the Son of 
Righteousness, who rises with healing in his wings.”  3

Fraternally yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus
Bishop of Worcester

 Malachi 4:2.3
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS FOR RECONCILIATION  

As Lent approaches, the seldom used “Eucharistic Prayers 
for Reconciliation” of the Roman Missal come to mind. 
Both Eucharistic Prayers are recommended for use during 
the Lenten Season. Indeed, the Lenten Prefaces may be 
used in the place of the proper prefaces. 

This following commentary on the first Eucharistic Prayer 
for Reconciliation is intended to reintroduce our readership 
to these eucharistic prayers, so rich in scriptural allusions 
to God’s mercy. In addition to the season of Lent, the 
prayers are also appropriate for any Mass which reflects 
on God’s mercy, particularly the Masses for Promoting 
Harmony, For Reconciliation, For the Preservation of 
Peace and Justice, In Time of War or Civil Disturbance, 
For the Forgiveness of Sins, For Charity, of the Mystery of 
the Holy Cross, of the Most Holy Eucharist, or of the Most 
Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR RECONCILIATION I 

It is truly right and just that we should always give you 
thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. For 
you do not cease to spur us on to possess a more abundant 
life  and, being rich in mercy, you constantly offer pardon 4

and call on sinners to trust in your forgiveness alone.  

 In the passage on the Good Shepherd (John 10: 10-11a) the Lord 4

tells the disciples that he came “so that they might have life and have 
it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd.” His words are redolent 
of Ezekiel: “I will feed them with good pasture, and upon the 
mountain country of Israel shall be their pasture” (Ezekiel 34:14). 
Pope Benedict XVI asks what it means for men to be pastured 
abundantly and reflects: “Man lives on truth and on being loved: on 
being loved by the truth. He needs God, the God who draws close to 
him, interprets for him the meaning of life, and thus points him toward 
the path of life. Of course, man also needs bread, he needs food for the 
body, but ultimately what he needs most is the Word, Love, God 
Himself. Whoever gives him that, gives him ‘life in abundance,’ and 
also releases the energies man needs to shape the earth intelligently 
and to find for himself and for others the goods that we can have only 
in common with others.” Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth, page 137. 4

“…God, who is rich in mercy, because 
of the great love he had for us, even 
when we were dead in our 
transgressions, brought us to life with 
Christ…” 
Ephesians 2:4-5 



Never did you turn away from us, and, though time and 
again we have broken your covenant,  you have bound the 5

human family to yourself through Jesus your Son, our 
Redeemer, with a new bond of love so tight that it can never 
be undone.  

Even now you set before your people a time of grace and 
reconciliation, and, as they turn back to you in spirit, you 
grant them hope in Christ Jesus and a desire to be of service 
to all, while they entrust themselves more fully to the Holy 
Spirit.  

And so, filled with wonder, we extol the power of your 
love, and, proclaiming our joy at the salvation that comes 
from you, we join in the heavenly hymn of countless hosts, 
as without end we acclaim:  

Holy, Holy, Holy… 

You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and from the world’s 
beginning are ceaselessly at work, so that the human race 
may become holy, just as you yourself are holy. 

Look, we pray, upon your people’s offerings and pour out 
on them the power of your Spirit, that they may become the 
Body and + Blood of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, in 
whom we, too, are your sons and daughters.  

Indeed, though we once were lost and could not approach 
you, you loved us with the greatest love: for your Son, who 

“After Israel's sin, when the people had turned away from God to 5

worship the golden calf, God hears Moses' prayer of intercession and 
agrees to walk in the midst of an unfaithful people…the LORD passes 
before Moses and proclaims, "YHWH, YHWH, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness"; Moses then confesses that the LORD is a forgiving 
God.” Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 210.

5

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humility…and 
over all these put on love, that is, the 
bond of perfection.” Colossians 3:12a 
and 14.

It is through the Holy Spirit that sins 
are forgiven, as we hear in the words 
of absolution (“and sent the Holy 
Spirit for the forgiveness of sins,” cf. 
John 20:22-23). That same Holy Spirit 
is the gift received by by those who 
repent and believe. (cf. (Acts 2:38)

“…I, the Lord, am the one who 
brought you up from the land of Egypt 
that I might be your God, you shall be 
holy, because I am holy.” (Leviticus 
11:44-45). 



alone is just,  handed himself over to death, and did not 6

disdain to be nailed for our sake to the wood of the Cross.  7

  
But before his arms were outstretched between heaven and 
earth, to become the lasting sign of your covenant, he 
desired to celebrate the Passover  with his disciples. 8

As he ate with them, he took bread and, giving you thanks, 
he said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them, 
saying:  

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT…  

In a similar way, when supper was ended, knowing that he 
was about to reconcile all things in himself through his 
Blood to be shed on the Cross, he took the chalice, filled 
with the fruit of the vine,  and once more giving you 9

thanks, handed the chalice to his disciples, saying:  

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT…

The mystery of faith. 

Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of your Son Jesus 
Christ, who is our Passover  and our surest peace, we 10

celebrate his Death and Resurrection from the dead, and 

 “You denied the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer 6

be released to you.” (Acts 3:14)

 “He humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a 7

cross.” (Phillipians 2: 8)

 “When the hour came, he took his place at table with the apostles. 8

He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer…” Luke 22: 14-15.

 He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which will be 9

shed for many. Amen, I say to you, I shall not drink again the fruit of 
the vine until the day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
(Mark 14:25; cf. also Matthew 26:29 and Luke 22:18.)

 “Clear out the old yeast, so that you may become a fresh batch of 10

dough, inasmuch as you are unleavened. For our paschal lamb, Christ, 
has been sacrificed.” (1 Corinthians 5:7)

6

Just as the rainbow, stretching 
between heaven and earth, was 
the sign of the first covenant 
after the flood, so the 
outstretched arms of Christ upon 
the Cross are a sign of the new 
and eternal covenant. (Cf. 
Genesis 9:9-17)

“For in him all the fullness was 
pleased to dwell, and through 
him to reconcile all things for 
him, making peace by the blood 
of his cross [through him], 
whether those on earth or those 
in heaven.” (Colossians 1:20)

“For he is our peace, he who 
made both one and broke down 
the dividing wall of enmity, 
through his flesh..” (Ephesians 
2:14)



looking forward to his blessed Coming, we offer you, who 
are our faithful and merciful God, this sacrificial Victim 
who reconciles to you the human race.  

Look kindly, most compassionate Father, on those you 
unite to yourself by the Sacrifice of your Son, and grant 
that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, as they partake of this 
one Bread and one Chalice,  they may be gathered into 11

one Body in Christ, who heals every division.  

Be pleased to keep us always in communion of mind and 
heart, together with Francis our Pope and Robert our 

Bishop. Help us to work together for the coming of your 
Kingdom, until the hour when we stand before you, Saints 
among the Saints in the halls of heaven, with the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, the blessed Apostles and all 
the Saints, and with our deceased brothers and sisters, 
whom we humbly commend to your mercy.  

 “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the 11

blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in 
the body of Christ? Because the loaf of bread is one, we, though many, 
are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.” 1 Corinthians 
10:16-17)

7

Pope Benedict XVI recalls the 
words of Hosea which lament 
over a sinful people, “How can I 
give you up, O Ephraim! How 
can I hand you over, O Israel! ... 
My heart recoils within me, my 
compassion grows warm and 
tender. I will not execute my 
fierce anger, I will not again 
destroy Ephraim; for I am God 
and not man, the Holy One in 
your midst” (Hos 11:8-9). The 
Holy Father continues, “God’s 
passionate love for his people—
for humanity—is at the same 
time a forgiving love. It is so 
great that it turns God against 
himself, his love against his 
justice. Here Christians can see 
a dim prefigurement of the 
mystery of the Cross: so great is 
God's love for man that by 
becoming man he follows him 
even into death, and so 
reconciles justice and love.” 
(Deus Caritas Est, no. 10)



Then, freed at last from the wound of corruption and made 
fully into a new creation, we shall sing to you with gladness 
the thanksgiving of Christ,  who lives for all eternity. 12

Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR RECONCILIATION II 

It is truly right and just that we should give you thanks and 
praise, O God, almighty Father, for all you do in this world, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. For though the human race 
is divided by dissension and discord, yet we know that by 
testing us you change our hearts  to prepare them for 13

reconciliation.  Even more, by your Spirit you move human 
hearts that enemies may speak to each other again, 
adversaries join hands, and peoples seek to meet together. 

By the working of your power it comes about, O Lord, that 
hatred is overcome by love, revenge gives way to 
forgiveness, and discord is changed to mutual respect.   14

Therefore, as we give you ceaseless thanks with the choirs 

 “At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 12

earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants…” (Matthew 11:25, 
NRSV)

 “No trial has come to you but what is human. God is faithful and 13

will not let you be tried beyond your strength; but with the trial he will 
also provide a way out, so that you may be able to bear it.” 1 
Corinthians 10:13, as cited in Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
2846.

 Here hatred, revenge and discord are contrasted to love, forgiveness 14

and mutual respect.
8

“The wound of corruption” is taken 
from the hymn Iesu Corona 
Virginum, ascribed to Saint Ambrose 
and found in Vespers for the 
Common of Virgins. 

Te deprecamur largius, 
nostris adauge sensibus 
nescire prorsus omnia, 
corruptionis vulnera. 

We pray you to you more abundantly: 
strengthen our senses 
not to know in the least all 
the wounds of corruption.

The Holy Spirit moves human hearts 
to reconciliation. This Eucharistic 
Prayer, more than any other, 
describes the concrete signs of such 
Divine reconciliation. Enemies, by 
definition estranged, began to speak 
to one another. Adversaries join 
hands, the opposite of Deuteronomy 
32: 41: “With vengeance I will repay 
my adversaries and requite those who 
hate me.” Finally, there is the idea of 
the diverse peoples of the world 
seeking to meet one another. (Cf. 
Pope Francis, Encyclical Letter 
Fratelli Tutti).



of heaven, we cry out to your majesty on earth, and without 
end we acclaim: 

Holy, Holy, Holy…

You, therefore, almighty Father, we bless through Jesus 
Christ your Son, who comes in your name. He himself is 
the Word that brings salvation,  the hand you extend to 15

sinners,  the way by which your peace is offered to us. 16

When we ourselves had turned away from you on account 
of our sins, you brought us back to be reconciled, O Lord, 
so that, converted at last to you, we might love one 
another  through your Son, whom for our sake you handed 17

over to death. 

And now, celebrating the reconciliation Christ has brought 
us, we entreat you: sanctify these gifts by the outpouring of 
your Spirit, that they may become the Body and + Blood of 
your Son, whose command we fulfill when we celebrate 
these mysteries.  

For when about to give his life to set us free, as he reclined 
at supper,  he himself took bread into his hands, and, 18

giving you thanks, he said the blessing, broke the bread and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 “The word is near to you, in your mouth and in your heart (that is, 15

the word of faith that we preach), for, if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10: 8b-9

 The Psalmist asks God to “reach out [his] hand from on high” 16

(Psalm 144:7), while Peter and John ask God to “you stretch forth 
[your] hand to heal, and signs and wonders are done through the name 
of your holy servant Jesus.” Acts 4:30

 As Pope Benedict assures, the “outcome of the process of 17

conversion is also the restoration of full ecclesial communion” and the 
restoration of right relationships. (Sacramentum caritatis, no. 20) By 
reconciliation with God, then, we are also reconciled with each other.

“When it was evening, he reclined at table with the Twelve.” 18

(Matthew 26:20)
9

Jesus is the way in which God offers 
us peace, for as Zechariah 
prophesied, it is the Messiah who will 
“guide our feet into the way of peace” 
(Luke 1:79). Indeed, it is once the 
man in need of healing has 
encountered Christ that he is 
commanded “Go in peace” (Luke 
8:48)  for it is only by an encounter 
with the Lord that “we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Rom. 5:1)

The Lord Jesus Christ “gave himself 
for our sins that he might rescue us 
from the present evil age…” (Gal 
1:4) and has “freed [us] from the law 
of sin and death (Rom 8:2). Thus 
Saint Paul commands us  “Christ set 
us free; so stand firm and do not 
submit again to the yoke of slavery..” 
(Gal 5: 1-2)



TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU…

In a similar way, on that same evening, 
he took the chalice of blessing in his hands, confessing 
your mercy, and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying: 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU…The mystery of faith. 

Celebrating, therefore, the memorial of the Death and 
Resurrection of your Son, who left us this pledge of his 
love,  we offer you what you have bestowed on us, the 19

Sacrifice of perfect reconciliation.

Holy Father, we humbly beseech you to accept us also, 
together with your Son, and in this saving banquet 
graciously to endow us with his very Spirit, who takes away 
everything that estranges us from one another.20

May he make your Church a sign of unity and an 
instrument of your peace among all people and may he 
keep us in communion with Francis our Pope and Robert 
our Bishop and all the Bishops and your entire people. 

Just as you have gathered us now at the table of your Son, 
so also bring us together, with the glorious Virgin Mary, 
Mother of God, with your blessed Apostles and all the 
Saints, with our brothers and sisters and those of every race 
and tongue who have died in your friendship. Bring us to 
share with them the unending banquet of unity in a new 

“Whenever we think of Christ we should recall the love that led him 19

to bestow on us so many graces and favors, and also the great love 
God showed in giving us in Christ a pledge of his love; for love calls 
for love in return. Let us strive to keep this always before our eyes and 
to rouse ourselves to love him.” Saint Teresa of Avila on friendship 
with Jesus (Opusc. De Libro vitae, ap. 22, 6-7, 14); cf. etiam, Liturgy 
of the Hours, Office of Readings for the Feast of Saint Teresa of Avila.

 In the words of absolution we call that the Lord has “sent the Holy 20

Spirit for the forgiveness of sins,” for, as Saint Paul reminds us,“the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Ephesians 4:3

10

“With every good reason his passion 
and death, sacramentally renewed in 
the eucharist, are called by the liturgy 
the "sacrifice of reconciliation”: 
reconciliation with God and with the 
brethren, since Jesus teaches that 
fraternal reconciliation must take 
place before the sacrifice is offered.” 
Pope Saint John Paul II, Post-Synodal 
Apostolic Exhortation Reconciliatio 
et Paenitentia, no. 7.

Lumen Gentium speaks at length of 
the Church “a sacrament or as a sign 
and instrument both of a very closely 
knit union with God and of the unity 
of the whole human race” (no. 1) in 
which “God gathered together as one 
all those who in faith look upon Jesus 
as the author of salvation and the 
source of unity and peace, and 
established them as the Church that 
for each and all it may be the visible 
sacrament of this saving unity” (no. 
9). “For this reason the individual 
bishops represent each his own 
church, but all of them together and 
with the Pope represent the entire 
Church in the bond of peace, love 
and unity.” (no. 23).



heaven and a new earth,  where the fullness of your peace 21

will shine forth in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 The Nuptial Banquet of the Lamb, (cf. Rev 19:8) to which we are 21

invited in the Ecce Agnus Dei at every Mass is an image of that 
“unending banquet of unity” where “they will hunger no longer, nor 
thirst anymore” (Revelation 7:16).

11



A Prayer in Time of Pandemic 

O God,  
whose Only Begotten Son  
bore the weight of human suffering  
for our salvation,  
hear the prayers of your Church 
for our sick brothers and sisters 
and deliver us from this time of trial. 

Open our ears and our hearts 
to the voice of your Son:  
Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 

Bless all doctors and nurses,  
researchers and public servants;  
give us the wisdom to do what is right  
and the faith to endure this hour,  
that we might gather once again  
to praise your name in the heart of your Church, 
delivered from all distress  
and confident in your mercy. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

12
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