
The COVID-19 Pandemic 
At this writing Bishop McManus has suspended all public 
Masses, with the exceptions of Weddings and Funerals as 
the COVID-19 virus continues to spread at epidemic 
proportions. This SPECIAL EDITION of Orantes provides 
additional details concerning the liturgical life of the 
Diocese of Worcester in these extraordinary times. New 
resources continue to appear on the website of the Office 
for Divine Worship on a regular basis. 
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Governor Issues New Restrictions 
Effective March 24 at noontime, Governor Baker has 
reduced the number of persons allowed to gather from 
twenty-five to ten and has decreed the closing of “all 
businesses and organizations that do not provide 
COVID-19 Essential Services.”  However, Churches, 
temples, mosques and other places of worship “shall not 
be required to close their brick and mortar premises to 
workers or the public” provided that they observe the 
limitation in the number of persons to ten. 

Please note the resultant reduction in maximum 
number of people present in the revised policies for 
Funeral, Weddings and Baptisms (page 7). 

Holy Week in a Time of Pandemic 
Having carefully considered the advice of medical experts 
and public health officials, Bishop McManus has decided 
the following concerning the Liturgies of Holy Week: 

1. Bishop McManus will celebrate the Chrism Mass 
without the participation of the presbyterate or the faithful. 
Holy oils will be distributed at a later date, once the present 
restrictions have been lifted. 

2. The Bishop urges Priests to celebrate the Mass of Palm 
Sunday of the Passion of the Lord and the full course of 
the Liturgies of the Sacred Paschal Triduum in their 
locked churches, but without the participation of the 
faithful. Priests and deacons resident in each parish should 
take part in these Liturgies. The total number of ministers, 
lay and ordained, participating in each liturgical celebration 
should not exceed ten. 
  
3. The time of these liturgies should be advertised widely in 
order that the faithful might participate spiritually from 
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their homes or even view the parish Liturgy by streaming 
video, or to watch liturgies celebrated by Bishop McManus 
via internet or TV.  If parishioners are unable to watch the 1

Liturgies online, resources by which they might be one 
with the prayer of the Church from their homes will be 
forthcoming from the Office for Divine Worship. 

Palms should be blessed by use of the Solemn 
Entrance on Palm Sunday of the Passion of the 
Lord and may be subsequently distributed to the 
faithful in the church parking lot at a scheduled 
time, providing the distributors wear gloves and 
keep a respectable distance from parishioners 
receiving them in their cars.  2

✹  

The Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday should be celebrated, while omitting 
both the washing of the feet (mandatum) and the 
procession to the repository. The Blessed Sacrament 
should be reserved simply in the tabernacle after the 
distribution of Holy Communion and the Mass 
concludes with the Prayer After Communion, 
Blessing and Dismissal. After the Mass, the Blessed 
Sacrament should be removed from the tabernacle 
and placed in a simple repository until the Easter 
Vigil. At this point the altar is stripped and the 
crosses are removed or veiled (Cf. Holy Thursday, 
no. 41). Priests who are unable to take part in this 
Mass are to pray Evening Prayer of Holy Thursday. 
  

 Available on the Diocesan website or on Spectrum/Charter 1

cable channel 193.

 In the event a “shelter in place” order makes the distribution of 2

Palms in this manner impossible, the Palms should nonetheless 
be blessed by use of the Solemn Entrance on Palm Sunday of 
the Passion of the Lord and reserved for distribution to the 
faithful at a later date.
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✹ 

The celebration of the Passion of the Lord on Good 
Friday should take place at the customary hour 
with the Proclamation of the Passion and additional 
intercessions for the sick, the dead and those who 
feel lost or dismayed. The following intention is to 
be added to the Solemn Intercessions between 
petitions 9 (For those in public office) and 10 (For 
those in Tribulation). 

I. For Delivery from Pandemic 

Let us pray, dearly beloved, 
for all who suffer from the present pandemic: 
for the sick, the dead 
and those who feel lost or dismayed. 

Let us kneel. Prayer in silence. Let us stand. 

God of all consolation, 
send forth your Spirit 
and still the waters of chaos and death: 
banish from our midst all sickness and disease; 
look upon the dead with mercy 
and calm the trembling of our hearts. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

It should also be noted that those present should 
venerate the Cross by a bow or genuflection and not 
a kiss. 

✹  

The Easter Vigil will omit the blessing of the fire 
and the procession and will begin with the lighting 
of the Paschal Candle in the Sanctuary. The Easter 
Proclamation (Exultet) and the Liturgy of the Word 
follow. Baptisms and other rites of initiation will be 
postponed to a future date. The “Baptismal Liturgy” 
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will consist solely of the Renewal of Baptismal 
Promises. Priests who are unable to take part in the 
Easter Vigil will pray the Office of Readings for 
Easter Sunday. 

  
Music has an essential role in all of the Liturgies of the 
Sacred Paschal Triduum. The total number of ministers, lay 
and ordained, should be strictly limited to ten in order to 
promote social distancing. 
  
The Office for Divine Worship will provide additional 
rubrical resources for preparing for the feasts of Holy Week 
in the coming days. 

Designated Priest Ministers of the 
Sick 
We are all deeply indebted to those priests who have 
accepted the assignment as Designated Priest Ministers to 
the Sick.  They have been specially trained to provide safe 
and appropriate care to those who have been affected by the 
pandemic.  

Priests have been advised that these priests are specially 
trained to work with those who are quarantined or in a 
life-threatening situation. The referring priest should 
ascertain if the sick person has been diagnosed with the 
virus, if they are exhibiting symptoms or if they have come 
into contact with someone who was exposed to the virus. 
Our designated priest ministers need this information to 
determine what kind of precautions to take. They have been 
instructed that if they are inadvertently exposed to a person 
with the virus without the benefit of mask and gloves they 
must self-quarantine for fourteen days. This information is, 
therefore, essential. 

After spiritual triage, the referring priest should reach an 
approximation of how imminent is the prospect that the 
person will die without the sacrament. As you know, the 
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anointing of the sick provides physical and/or spiritual 
healing according to God's holy will and offers necessary 
graces so that the sick person may prepare for death, while 
it also provides consolation and hope. Moreover, receiving 
the sacrament provides an opportunity for the forgiveness 
of sins even when the sick person is too ill to verbalize 
them. There is no need to repeat the sacrament, unless the 
individual recovers and, then, falls seriously ill again. 

Other priests are urged to remain in the rectory and 
maintain phone, e-mail and social media contact with 
parishioners. All pastoral and in-home visits are to be 
suspended. If a person is in need of a pastoral visit, this 
should be referred to one of the designated priests for each 
area. 

Clarification on Private Streaming 
Masses 

May Deacons and lay liturgical ministers be invited to take 
part in private streaming Masses? 
Yes. Provided that the total number of people present does not 
exceed ten, Deacons and lay liturgical ministers (e.g., lectors, 
servers, and musicians) may be invited to take part in these 
Masses.  The Church should be locked and no other person 
should be allowed to attend. 

May the server or other lay liturgical ministers be allowed to 
receive Holy Communion? 
Yes.  Anyone taking part in the private streaming Masses may 
received Holy Communion. The number of those present is 
strictly limited to ten people. 
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Funerals, Weddings and Baptisms 
 
In regard to Funerals 
Funeral Masses may be celebrated with the immediate family 
only (limited to five people) with the appropriate provisions for 
social distancing and liturgical adaptations provided by the 
Office for Divine Worship. The total number of people present 
may never exceed ten people.  

Families may also be provided with the opportunity to celebrate 
only the Rites of Committal at the cemetery with a Funeral Mass 
to be scheduled sometime in the future. Families should be 
assured that a Mass will, in any case, be offered for the deceased 
person on the day of their burial.  

In regard to Weddings 
Wedding Masses may be celebrated with the immediate family 
and witnesses only (limited to six people) with the appropriate 
provisions for social distancing and liturgical adaptations 
provided by the Office for Divine Worship. Families may also 
be provided with the opportunity to postpone the wedding to a 
future date. The total number of people present may never 
exceed ten people. 

In regard to Baptisms 
Individual Baptisms may be celebrated with the immediate 
family and witnesses only (limited to six people) with the same 
provisions for social distancing and liturgical adaptations 
required for Weddings. The total number of people present may 
never exceed ten people. 
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In regard to the Sacrament of Penance 
With the suspension of person-to-person contact, the Sacrament 
of Penance will not be available, except to the most seriously ill 
from the Designated Priest Ministers of the Sick. Priests are 
reminded that the Sacrament of Penance may not be validly 
celebrated without the physical presence of an individual. The 
Sacrament may not be validly celebrated by telephone or by 
other forms of electronic communication. 

Priests are encouraged to distribute information on the making 
of a perfect Act of Contrition by clicking this link. 

“Drive-by” Confessions 
The challenge of hearing confessions in a time of pandemic is 
one of the great pastoral challenges of these days. Several of our 
pastors, however, have developed a unique solution which both 
maintains the minimum “social distance” of six feet, keeping 
both confessor and penitent safe, and respects the privacy of the 
penitent coming for confession. Here's how it works: 

1. The priest sits in a chair near the curb in the parking lot. 

2. The driver pulls forward and stops in a designated space at 
least six feet from the curb, rolls down the window, turns off the 
engine, and remains in the car. 

3. The priest hears the person’s confession, prescribes a penance, 
and gives absolution. 

4. The car pulls away. 

5. The next car, which has been waiting at a distance, then pulls 
forward. 
  
When promoting this format for celebrating the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation it should be made clear that there can only be one 
person in the car and that there is not an option for anonymous 
confession.  
  
Signage and traffic cones can provide for the proper distances 
and provide order to the “confession line.” 
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Links to Masses from the Cathedral 
Here are links to the streaming video of Masses at the 
Cathedral in English and Spanish. If you have an eCatholic 
website or want to embed in social media, just drop in the 
Vimeo link and it will update automatically daily and 
Sunday. 

VIMEO DAILY MASS-ENGLISH 
https://vimeo.com/dioceseofworcester/dailymass 

VIMEO DAILY MASS-SPANISH 
https://vimeo.com/398855105 

VIMEO SUNDAY MASS-ENGLISH 
https://vimeo.com/150110122 

VIMEO SUNDAY MASS-SPANISH 
https://vimeo.com/399648308 

Here are the livestream links: 

LIVESTREAM DAILY MASS-ENGLISH 
https://livestream.com/dioceseofworcester/dailymass 

LIVESTREAM DAILY MASS-SPANISH 
https://livestream.com/dioceseofworcester/misa 

LIVESTREAM SUNDAY MASS-ENGLISH 
https://livestream.com/dioceseofworcester/events/4318707 

LIVESTREAM SUNDAY MASS-SPANISH 
https://livestream.com/dioceseofworcester/misadomingo 
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Bishop Prays for Intercession of the 
Mother of God 
On the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Bishop McManus asked the intercession of the 
Mother of God in this time of pandemic and consecrated 
the Diocese to her maternal aid. 

Joining with priests throughout the Diocese, the Bishop 
prayed the following prayer on the steps of Saint Paul 
Cathedral in Worcester, Saint Cecilia Church in 
Leominster, Holy Rosary Church in Gardner, Saint John’s 
Church in Clinton, Saint Luke’s Church in Westborough 
and Saint Joseph Basilica in Webster. 

RITE FOR SEEKING THE INTERCESSION 
OF THE MOST BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

IN THIS TIME OF PANDEMIC 

O Mary, conceived without sin, 
look upon your children 
in our beloved Diocese: 
intercede for us with your Son 
that he who willed to take flesh in your immaculate womb 
might banish from our midst all sickness and disease; 
and calm the trembling of our hearts. 

We consecrate our Diocese to your protection, 
O Mother of God, 
that the overshadowing power of the Holy Spirit. 
might still the waters of chaos and death 
and save us from this present hour. Amen. 

Bishop McManus then blessed that area of the Diocese, by 
sprinkling three times in three directions.  He then lead the 
gathered priests in the Hail Mary and gave them his 
blessing. 

In his letter to the priests explaining this consecration, 
Bishop McManus wrote “In these days we are all praying 
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fervently that God deliver us from danger and watch over 
us in our need. From the earliest days of the Church, we 
have trusted in the maternal assistance of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of all who are in distress, especially 
the sick and those in danger of death. 

“This Wednesday, March 25th, as we celebrate the 
Solemnity of the Annunciation, the Church provides us 
with a special opportunity to call upon the help of the 
Mother of God.  I have planned, therefore, to travel to six 
locations throughout the Diocese and consecrate our 
beloved Diocese to Mary’s protection in this time of 
pandemic.” 
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A Prayer in Time of Pandemic 
The following prayer, available on the Diocesan website and to 
be distributed by Partners in Charity, is recommended to all the 
faithful. 

O God,  
whose Only Begotten Son  
bore the weight of human suffering  
for our salvation,  
hear the prayers of your Church 
for our sick brothers and sisters 
and deliver us from this time of trial. 

Open our ears and our hearts 
to the voice of your Son:  
Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 

Bless all doctors and nurses,  
researchers and public servants;  
give us the wisdom to do what is right  
and the faith to endure this hour,  
that we might gather once again  
to praise your name in the heart of your Church, 
delivered from all distress  
and confident in your mercy. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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