
New Order of Baptism of Children 
Confirmed by the Holy See
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops recently 
received confirmation of the translation of the Ordo Baptismi 
Parvulorum for the Dioceses of the United States under the title 
the Order of Baptism of Children, Second Edition.  

The new edition will include five adaptations of the rite for the 
Dioceses of the United States, including acclamations following 
the act of Baptism, an expanded Litany of the Saints, an 
appendix for the Baptism of children during Mass, various 
rubrical variations, and sample introductory texts. The “first use” 
date for the new Order of Baptism of Children has been set by 
the USCCB President as the Feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord (February 2, 2020) and the “compulsory use” date will be 
Easter Sunday (April 12, 2020).  Workshops for priests, deacons, 
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catechists and other interested ministers are being prepared for 
later this year.

A sample of these introductory texts is the new optional greeting 
of parents and godparents, adapted from a original Spanish 
language text found in the Ritual para el Bautismo de los Niños:  

Dear parents and godparents:  
Your families have experienced great joy  
at the birth of your children,  
and the Church shares your happiness.  
Today this joy has brought you to the Church  
to give thanks to God for the gift of your children  
and to celebrate a new birth in the waters of Baptism.  
This community rejoices with you,  
for today the number of those baptized in Christ  
will be increased,  
and we offer you our support in raising your children  
in the practice of the faith.  
Therefore, brothers and sisters,  
let us now prepare ourselves  
to participate in this celebration,  
listening to God’s word,  
praying for these children and their families,  
and renewing our commitment to the Lord and to his people. 

_______

Is December 8, 2019 a day of 
obligation?
No. Because December 8th falls on the Second Sunday of 
Advent, the Liturgical Calendar for the Dioceses of the United 
States has transferred the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Monday, December 
9th.  The obligation to attend Mass, however, does not 
transfer. Also, the Optional Memorial of Saint Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin, December 9th is omitted this year. 
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Pope Francis on Avoiding Sterile 
Polarizations in the Liturgy 14 Feb 2019

We know that it is not enough to change the liturgical books to 
improve the quality of the liturgy. To do this alone would be a 
deception. For life to be truly a praise pleasing to God, it is 
indeed necessary to change the heart. Christian conversion is 
oriented to this conversion, which is an encounter of life with 
the “God of the living” (Mt 22: 32)…We can not forget…that 
the liturgy is life that forms, not an idea to be learned. It is useful 
in this regard to remember that reality is more important than the 
idea (see Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii gaudium, 231-233). 
And it is good therefore, in the liturgy as in other areas of 
ecclesial life, not to end up favoring sterile ideological 
polarizations, which often arise when, considering our own ideas 
valid for all contexts, we tend to adopt an attitude of perennial 
dialectic towards who does not share them. Thus, starting 
perhaps from the desire to react to some insecurities in the 
current context, we risk then falling back into a past that no 
longer exists or of escaping into a presumed future.  

The starting point is instead to recognize the reality of the sacred 
liturgy, a living treasure that can not be reduced to tastes, recipes 
and currents, but which should be welcomed with docility and 
promoted with love, as irreplaceable nourishment for the organic 
growth of the People of God. The liturgy is not “the field of do-
it-yourself”, but the epiphany of ecclesial communion.  

Therefore, “we”, and not “I”, resounds in prayers and gestures; 
the real community, not the ideal subject. When we look back to 
nostalgic past tendencies or wish to impose them again, there is 
the risk of placing the part before the whole, the “I” before the 
People of God, the abstract before the concrete, ideology before 
communion and, fundamentally, the worldly before the 
spiritual…Dear brothers and sisters, we are all called to deepen 
and revive our liturgical formation. The liturgy is in fact the 
main road through which Christian life passes through every 
phase of its growth. You therefore have before you a great and 
beautiful task: to work so that the People of God may rediscover 
the beauty of meeting the Lord in the celebration of his 
mysteries and, by meeting him, have life in his name. 
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Is it still permissible to use the 
Lectionary for Masses with 
Children? Reprinted by BCDW Newsletter June 2019

Yes, the Lectionary for Masses with Children may be used in the 
liturgy, though its status is a little out of the ordinary. The 
Lectionary was first approved in November 1991, as a response 
to the provisions in the Directory for Masses with Children 
(1973) calling for the inclusion of children in the Liturgy of the 
Word and allowing for adaptations to facilitate their 
participation. The Holy See gave its provisional confirmation in 
1992 for a three- year experimental period and mandated a study 
of its effectiveness afterward; that confirmation was extended in 
1997 and in 2000 to allow the then-NCCB to complete the study 
and make further recommendations. 

As reported in the October-November 2005 Newsletter, a second 
edition of the Lectionary for Masses with Children was prepared 
and approved by the Conference in November 2005, but it has 
never been confirmed by the Holy See. Since the current edition 
has not been explicitly forbidden, the general interpretation is 
that it may continue to be used. It should be noted that the 
instructions within that Lectionary are still effective, and that it 
may only be used when the clear majority of people attending 
Mass are children. This generally precludes its use at Sunday 
Masses, except during a separate Liturgy of the Word for 
children in an adjacent space.  

The Lectionary for Masses with Children is currently sold by 
Catholic Book Publishing Corp. and available on their website, 
and at Catholic bookstores. Additional resources are also 
available from our own Office of Religious Education for those 
seeking to enhance their celebrations of the Liturgy with 
children. 
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Resources…

Where can I download Mass readings on the 
internet? 
There are some great resources for downloading Mass readings 
on the USCCB website.  By clicking these links you can 
download the daily and Sunday Mass readings in English and in 
Spanish*, as well as the readings from The Order of Christian 
Funerals and The Order of Celebrating Matrimony. The 
complete New American Bible is also available.  

What can I do to prevent the spread of colds and 
flu at Mass?
Up to date information on this question is provided at the Office 
for Worship website, along with helpful links and questions and 
answers which can be used by pastors and parish planning 
groups.  The questions and answers may also be reprinted in 
your parish bulletin.

We are thinking of renovating our Church.  
Where do we start?
The Bishops of the United States have developed a 
comprehensive guide to the building and renovating of churches 
under the title Built of Living Stones.  BLS is available for free 
download in a PDF format or may be purchased from USCCB 
Publications. 

We are encountering lots of different questions 
in regard to styles of music at Mass. Where can 
we turn?
Again, the USCCB has provided a comprehensive resource 
for priests, liturgical musicians and others under the title 
Sing to the Lord.  It is also available for download or 
purchase from USCCB Publications. 

*Sunday and weekday readings are also available via the 
Diocesan website and on all eCatholic parish websites.
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http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/082919.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lecturas/082919.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/bereavement-and-funerals/readings-for-the-funeral-liturgy.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/bereavement-and-funerals/readings-for-the-funeral-liturgy.cfm
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/books-of-the-bible/index.cfm
https://worcesterdiocese.org/guidelines-for-cold-and-flu-season-2018
https://worcesterdiocese.org/guidelines-for-cold-and-flu-season-2018
https://nyliturgy.org/wp-content/uploads/BOLS.pdf
https://nyliturgy.org/wp-content/uploads/BOLS.pdf
https://store.usccb.org/built-of-living-stones-p/5-408.htm
https://store.usccb.org/built-of-living-stones-p/5-408.htm
https://www.yakimadiocese.org/pdf/SingToTheLord.pdf
https://store.usccb.org/sing-to-the-lord-p/7-022.htm
http://www.usccb.org/calendar/index.cfm?showLit=1&action=month
http://www.usccb.org/calendar/index.cfm?showLit=1&action=month


Some Final Thoughts…
As I begin my service to the Office for Worship of the Diocese 
of Worcester, I think back on all those wonderful priests who 
built the foundation of quality liturgical celebration which has 
been the Diocese of Worcester in the years since the Second 
Vatican Council. 

When Monsignor James Mongelluzzo founded the office in 
September of 1979, it was the fruit of many years in pursuit of 
excellence in implementing the liturgical reform under the 
guidance of the liturgical commission and with the enthusiastic 
support of Bishop Bernard Flanagan.  I am also deeply grateful 
to Monsignor Robert Johnson, who for twenty-four years 
continued to guide this office and provide a model for all 
liturgical celebrations by the excellence of our Pontifical rites. 
 
I would also be remiss if I did not express my thanks to those 
who have generously agreed to serve as assistant Masters of 
Ceremony at the more than sixty Pontifical Liturgies being 
planned for the coming year: Father Diego Buritica,  
Father Nick Desimone, Father Juan Echavarria, Father Donato 
Infante, Father Dennis O’Brien, Father Carlos Ruiz, Deacon 
David Vaillancourt and Deacon Colin Novick. I am also grateful 
for the many years of continuing service of Deacon Colin 
Novick, Elizabeth Marcil and Jane Ford as assistant Masters of 
Ceremony.  The tradition of quality liturgical celebrations at the 
Cathedral is assured by the capable assistance of all these 
generous people. 

Now, as we enter into the late middle age of that reform which 
began with the conciliar constitution Sacrosanctum concilium 
some fifty six years ago, we are faced with new challenges in 
seeking to carry on this holy work, that the Liturgy mightly “rise 
up, more fragrant than any incense, to the heavenly Father, 
through our High Priest Jesus Christ, in the Holy 
Spirit.” (Apostolic Constitution Missale Romanum). 

    In the Lord, 

    Monsignor James P. Moroney 
    Director
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